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TO THER 


1 ESE following Pe: geg contain 
Matters which the Author nei- 
ther Communitated 16 Audrtories Pub- 
lickly, nor uſually Diſcourſed of more 
Privately, unleſs for the Satis ſaclion of 
. Doubts and Scruples, and then Cantion-. 
ing the Perſons he Diſcourſed with a- 
caſt the Abſurd, if not Blaſphemous 
Conſequences, which too many infer from 
the Principles of ſundry Celebrated Par- 
es contending about them. 
But it was neceſſary for him to Inſert 


; 105 my, a o thoſe Feen, 712 


his 


% 
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The PRE FACE 
his Latin Theological Scheme ( not long 
ſince Publiſhed ) without which his Re e- 
ſentation of Divine Doctrine muſt | 
been inexcuſably Maimed and Defedlive, 

Much of this Diſcourfe is ave iv 
the 5th Chapter of that Scheme, and with 
ſome proper Additions here formed into a 

diſtinct and intire Treatiſe, Adequate 10 
the Subjeel therein handled, and for 
the ſatisfaction of many, who, tho unac- | 
quainted with the Latin I onoue, conſcien- 
trouſly defire Ability to give a reaſonable | 
Account of the Faith that u in them, and 
in ſpeciul Manner to be Antidoted agami 
ſuch Repreſentations of God as tend ty | 
 Derogate from the Glory of his. Grace, 

n the Hlection of ſome, and of his E- 
- quity in Preterition of others of his 

Creatures made of the ſame Mould, e- 


qually indowed with Faculties of Under- 


 ftanding, Will and Conſcience, and At- 


commodated 


tothe READER. 
. commodated with like Means and Advan- 
tages in order to their Salvation. 

Mole ſome Advice hath indeed ſome- 
times been given to forbear the Publiſb- 
ing ſuch Diſcourſes 01 theſe Pointe, as 
moht occaſion the pcrnicious or | flexing 
Cmceits inunlearned or mnſtableChriſtians, 
he therejore would ſooner commit theſe 
Papers to the Fire than to the Preſs, if 

be were not well aſſured that they ci Fedde 
ally obſtructed ſuch wretched Cos ſe eqHCNCES, 
ut only by Nipping the Bu i of them, 
but I earing up the Roots, and Overibr og 
my the Principles bene they are infer- 
red, and giving good Hvidence that the 
h ber e whence theſe Conſequences 


proceed, and which we are Adviſed to for - S 
bear to Publiſh, will vaniſh upon due Con- 4 


f deration of thoſe Here laid down i. ns of 1 
them. For 


— 
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The PREFACE 
1. Theſe Pages aflert Divine 
Preſcience of the moſt Caſual and Con- 
tingent Events, which if granted, 
we cannot with the .Scinzans deny 
God's certain Knowledee of Men's Arbi- 
trary Determinations from Eternity, 
nor approve the Jeſwircal Fiction of 
a Scientia Media, anſwerable to the 
. variable Choice of the Human Will, 
| and uncertain which way that Choice 
i will incline. 
i} RES, They ſuppoſegut an abſolute and 
irreſpective Decree concerning Men's 
future State, whence ſome grow Se- 
cure, and others Deſperate, nor af- | 
3 firmblection to be from foreſeen Faith, 
| but that as on the one Hand, there 
can be no Motive to Election but in 
God himſelf, „namely, his meer Grace, 
or the good pleaſure of his Will, ſo 
on the other Hand, there can be 1 no 
Motive 


tothe READER. 


Motive for Preterition, but in Man 


himſelf, namely, his Drefoen perti- 


nacious obſtructing the Aids which 


would otherwiſe bring him through 


Grace to Salvation. 


3. They ſuppoſe not ſuch a limit- | 


ed Compaſſion and Grace, as provi- 
ded a Redeemer for a few only, but a 


Meſſab to Seek and Save that Which 
was loſt indetnitely,if they would not 


reject him. 


4. They ſup poſe ſufficient Aids to 
beatforded to Mankind, and that the 


Duty God required ics: the Fall, 
how impoſſible foever to lapſed Na- 


ture, was not impoſſible to ſuch as ob- 
ſructed not the Aids and Means 


afforded by his Grace, for the Per- 
formance of it. 
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The PREFACE 
5. They aſſert a Syfficzent, but not 
an Jrrejiſt:ble Operation of Grace, they | 
afſert Grace that may be Oppoſed, | 
and the Holy Spirit thereby Grie- 
ved, Quenched, or Provoked to 
Strive no longer. = 
Hence no one can have Umbrage 1 
preſume, by Fancying an Irreſpedoe 
Decree of Election, and that it is im. 
poſſible for him to Perifh, fondly conclu- 
ding himſelf to be in Chriſt, nor can am) 
have reaſon to Deſpair, or be Diſcouraget 
on Account of an inevitable Decree of Re 
probation or want of irreſiſtible Grace, 
fence ſuſficient Grace is ever ready to help, 
and draw ſuch as will follow its Conduct, 
tbo it will not always ſtrive with wilfu 
Impenitents, and ſave Men whether the) 
mor uo. EL. 
Hence we may diſcern a good Ac. 
cord between Neceſſity and Contir- 


| gene) 


to the READER: 

0 gency, Certarnty of Event, and Liber- 
h of Cboice. | 
© How Nature ſtands in need of 
© Grace both to Will and Do, yet of- 
© ten Reſiſts Grace, and renders it In- 
© eftectual. . ; 

_ © A Thread Twiſted of theſe In- 
gredients, will lead us out of thoſe 
© Labyrinths, into which the fierce 
© Conteſts, and perplexed and end- 
* lefs Diſputes of Dommzecans and Je- 
* ſuts, Molmiſts and Janſeniſts, Re- 
* monſtrants, Contra Remonſtrants, 
Supra and Sublapſarians, have for a 
long time, and ſome of them for 
many Ages bewildred their Diſci- 
* ples, and miſerably diſquieted the 
* Church of God, whole Peace is 
* Aimed at, and may propably be 
© Promoted and continued among us 
in this Nation by the Entertainment 

e i 


The PREFACE, Er. 


© of the Principles here Aſſerted, they 
© being more Conſonant to the Te. 
© nor of the Holy Scriptures, the Do- 
© Arine of our Church, and the com- 
© mon Reaſon of Mankind, than the 
Scheme which any of the foreſaid 


© conteſting Parties have yet offered WM 


6 to the Sy 
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God's Infinite Grace 
\s PE 

ELECTION: 
And SEES Equity 


PRETERITION 


I. SECTION. 


The moſt Remarkable Opinions concerning 
God's Eternal Election and Preterition, 
may be Reduced to theſe that felon. 


HA T God from Eternity re- 

ſolved to beſtow Eternal Life 
on all that Obey him, and Condema the 
Ditobedient, but neither Predeſtinated nor 
fore-knew who would be Obedient or Diſ- 
obedient : As if it were Manifeſtly 1 in the 


Will 


8 
2 Grace manifeſted in Hlection, 
Will of Men, whether they would enter in- 


to the way of Salvation, or being Entered, 
whether they would proceed in, or return 


1 from it; and as if God had not from Eter- 
| nity fore-ſeen and Determined what ſhould 
; happen as to the Converſion and Salvation, 
ö or Perdit ion of Particular Perſons. Thi; 
is ſaid to be the Tenet of Samoſatenians and 
Socinians, 725 5 
Second, That God fore- know ing and be. | 


holding Mankind as not yet Fallen or Crea- 
ted, Elected certain of them to Life Eter- | 
nal, and the Means leading thereunto, and 
paſſed by the reſt ( being to Periſh ) at the 

| meer Pleaſure of his Will, for the Glory of 
| his Mercy in the Elect, and the Glory of hi | 
Juſtice in the Damnation of thoſe that were 
Reprobated or Paſſed by. This is Aſcribed 

to the Supralapſarians, who fix the Object of 
Predeſtination above or before the Fall, and 
with the Sublapſarians ( of whom. by and 
by,) were called Contra-Remonſtrants from | 
the time of the Sud of Dort. „ 
Third, That God viewing Mankind lap. 

ſed in. Adam, and thereby liable to Death 
and Damnation, reſolved of his meer good 
. Will to Redeem {ome certain particular A 
1 5 e 1ons 


aud Equity in Preterition, 3 
ſons from the foreſaid State by Chriſt, and 


bring them by effectual Means to Life Eter- 


nal, and paſſed by the reſt to Periſh in 
the foreſaid lapſed State, to the End that he 
might demonſtrate the Glory of his Mercy 
in Thoſe, and of his Juſtice in 'Theſe. This 
is Attributed to the Sablapſarians, who place 
the Object of Predeſtination after the Fall; 
and Theſe with the Supralapſarians are alſo 
called Contra-Remonſtrants, from the time 
of the Synod aforeſaid. 
 Fowth, That God viewing Mankind Fal- 
len in Adam, reſolved to have Mercy on all, 
and to ſend his Son who ſhould make Satis- 
faction for the Guilt of all, and offer Grace 
ſufficient to inable them to Believe in him, 
and obtain Eternal Life, but fore- ſeeing 
none could, or few would uſe well the Grace 
offered to them, he choſe ſome in Particular, 
whom he would endow with Efficacious 
and Irreſiſtible Grace, that by it they ſhould 
infallibly Believe and be made Partakers of 
Eternal Salvation, all others being left cer- 
tainly to Periſh, though not without their 
own- Default, namely, Voluntary Infideli- 
ty and Impenitence. This Tenet is Aſcrib- 


ed to ſome Patrons of Irreſiſtible Grace, and 


they 


4 Grace manifeſted in Election, 

they agree with the Contra-Remonſtrants, ag 

to that Point of Irreſiſtible Grace, 5 
- Fifth, That God viewing Men Fallen ia 
Adam, and called to the Means of Salvation 
prepared in Chriſt, Decreed that Genera) 
all that Believed ſhould be Saved, but the 
I Impenitent and Unbelievers Reprobated, 
yet the Predeſtination of particular Perſons | 
{hould depend upon their fore- ſeen Faith ot 
Infidelity. This is the Aſſertion of the Re. 


- 
* 


monſtrauts or Arminians. -. 


The fore-going Opinions | 
F 


Firſt, HE Socinian Opinion claſheth 
—_— with Divine Preſcience, and ſup 
poſeth Contingencies depending on Man's 
Arbitrary Choice cannot be fore-known to 
God. Againſt them there are as many E- 
vidences, as Prophetical Predictions, which 
have had their certain Accompliſhment. | 
Man indeed being Finite ſees only Things 
preſent, but God being Infinite fees all 
Things paſt, preſent, and to come; for It 
. e 8 - Was, 


0 


and Equity mn Preterition. 
as, is, and is to come, and he ſees them 
as they are, Whether Neceſſary or Contin- 


things that imply not a Contradiction, ſo 
Omniſcience is a Power knowing all that 
can be known. And Immerſity, relating to 
Time as well as Place, imports a Commenſu- 
ration to all Time, and to ſo much beyond 
that, as Infinite is beyond Finite. To deny 


cating from God theGlory of his Attributes. 
0bj. It is o more Derogatory to Omni- 
ſcience, not to know that which is in Na- 
ture unintelligible, than to Omnipotence 
not to do things impoſſible. 
Anſ. The Clauſe [ iz Mature] importing 
Created Being or a Creature, | the Propoſi- 


ton is falſe, God is not confined to Nature's 
w 1 wy 85 
W Iuſt. That which may be, or may not be, 


can caſt no Idea, or Image of Being on the 
Mind of God, or hath no Being at all. 

Anſ. It hath no Being proportion'd to a 
Finite Underſtanding, to which only it is 
Future, but God foreſees both the Matter 


mane Indetermination, and alſo which End 


gent: As Omnipotence is a Power of doing all 


this Preſcience therefore, would be a Dero- 


and Hanging of it, in the Balance of Hu- 


of 


6 Erace manifeſted in Hlectinn, 
of the Balance doth at length Overpoiſe; 
He alſo foreſees the other doth not, or ne- 
ver will, tho? he Sees it might. He Sees 
it is in the Power of a Man's Will, to Sit, or 
Stand, or Walk, and which he will at any 
time chooſe to do, and leave the other un- 
done; and thus it is in Moral Actions alſo, 
Chriſt foreſaw whether Peter would Den 
or Confeſs him in the High Prieſts Hall; that 
Judas would voluntarily Betray him, Cc. 
Object. Hence the Damnation of Sinners 
would be as Fixed and Unalterable as if it 
were Actual from Eternity, 
Asnſm. God foreſees the End of Reprobates 


in particular, not as meer Men, but as fo 


and ſo qualified, as Judas a Traytor and In- 
-ntteit, who had Power and ſufficient 
8 to have eſcaped Eternal Death, but 
voluntarily neglected and oppoſed Grace 


and Means ſufficient in order to a better 


Choice, and the Damnation of Impenitents 


may be juſtly Fixed. FOE 
Object. Such Preſcience, &c. tends to de- 


prive God of the Exerciſe of his Omnipo- 
tence, and Repreſents him to be ia helplels 
Spectator of what Anothers Will is pleated 


Ai. I 


to effect. © 5 


an Equity in Preterition. 7 
nſw; It derogates not from Omnipo- 
tence, that both Parts of a Contradiction 
ate not to be made true by it, namely, 
that what God ſaw from Eternity to be 
done, ſhould not be done, nor inconſiſtent 
with Mercy, that juſt Retribution be gi- 
ven to the wilfully Impenitent. . 
0% God never purpoſed to Save all 
Mankind, if any were ſeen already 
„„ 5 1 
nſw. He purpoſed not to Save Final 
Impenitents, but the Saving them Which 
he decreed, was the Redeeming, and ma- 
king Salvablz ; and Chriſt dyed for them, 
but not to Save them irreſiſtibly in their 
Impenitence. F 
0j. How doth God ſeriouſiy call on ſuch 
to Repent, whom he foreſees will die in 
their Sins, and bid thoſe take heed they 
all not, whom he ſees morcally bruiſed 
dy their Fall 2? 1 

Arſm. When God makes uſe of this 
all, Man is not fallen irreverſibly, and 
us, with other Means (in themſelves 
uffcient) God from Eternity decreed to 
lc, althoꝰ he alſo foreſa w the wilful Neg- 
Kt and Oppoſition of Impenitents. 


,"Þ 
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8 Grace manifeſted in Eledion, 


If that which is aid ſuffice not, I re. 


fer the Reader to Dr. Hammonds Pacifick | on 
Letter to Dr. Sanderſon on Preſcience, for 1 
further Satisfaction. _ ly 2 
24h, The Supralapſarian Opinion ſounds * 
harſh in every Sober Chriſtian's Ears, in In 
that it ſuppoſeth God (When he Elected ey 
ſome to Salvation) to have paſſed by the of 
others, antecedently to, or not moved MI ? | 
thereto by Foreſight of their Demerit, {WM er 
that the Fountain of Mens Miſery, name. _e 
ly, their Preterition, according to this ſhow 
Hypotheſis, would have its firſt Riſe from! me 
> Decree of God rather than the Sin of ug 
lan. +; "9 
Zah, The Sublapſarian Opinion, though 2:8 
in ſome Regard more Moderate, as ſup- . OY 
- poſing Man to have deſerved Reprobationl, ** 
by his Fall, yet the whole Tenor of the Goff 


pel publiſhing Salvation, by Chriſt, to all 
who, notwithſtanding the Fall, ſhall close 
with the Terms of it, that Publication 
| Intimates, that either there was a further 
Guilt than that of the Fall, which ga 
occaſion to the Preterition of the Non 
Ele&, or that the Fountain of their Mik 

ry had all its firſt Riſe in Preterition 


and Equity in Preterition, e 
and from 1 Soveraion Will of God. But 
however the Soveraiguty of God will juſti- 
fy a Diſpoſal of his Creatures to Temporal, 
Grievous, and Adverſe Occurrences (the 


WH Evil whereof is other ways recompenced) 
yet it ſeems not Conſonant to the Notions 
1 I Juſtice and Equity which God hath 
- WH inplanted in us, and to which God fre- 
l vently appeals in his Word, for the ma- 

yy Jenny : * 
"WF nifcſting of the Juſtice and Equity of his 
5 Dealings with Sinful Men, that there 


ſhould be ſuch ſeeming Inequalicy in any 
of his Diſpenſations, and the Eternal Dam- 
nation of the greater Number of them be 
lupended on his Arbicrary Preterition, 
lf there was no Ground, Motive, or In- 


1 ducement foreſeen in them, to occaſion 
500 the paſſing them by, which was not to 
all be met wirh in the reſt. | 


(oft See the Alluſion to the Potters Power over th: Clay, 
Rom, 9. 1s, replyed unto in following Annotations on 
that Chapter, | 85 0 


The Fourth Opinion which is erected 
n the Suppoſition of Vreſiſtibls Grace 


Mie nl fall together wich its Supporter, 


; (FF « : 
bs = * , * * : 1 , ; = . ; ai, 3 | 
3 hd N a» 1 © 6 ** 
— 4 —— ot W Sw 4 m_y . * * A 4 
* F N h = \/ 2 =» * er TTY - = 
80 id ” 
. 


10 Grace maniſeſted in Eeclion, 
Te do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt (faith St. 
Stephen, AQS 7. 51.) He was reliſted by | 
the Inhabitants of the Old World 120 
Years, till he would no longer ſtrive with | 
them; 40 Years he was reliſted by the I/ 
raelites in the Wilderneſs, till he ſware c 
they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. Chriſt | 
ſtands at the Door and knocks, Rev. 3. 20. 
he makes not forcible Entry, but inables] 
the Owner to open to him: If they ro, 
ſo do, Grace ſufficient is offer'd, but impe- 


nitent Sinners will not admit it. Joa will MW Mi 
not come to me that ye might have Life, pot 
faith Chriſt, John 5. 40. and, How often wh 
would I have gathered you----and ye would fitic 
not ? Matth. 23. 37. 1 ſtan 
Fru, The Opinion of the Remonſtranii mor 
- ſeems unwarrantable in tz, That as eve over 
the more moderate Contra-RemonſtrantM will 
aſign'd no Reaſon for Comparative Pre tisfa, 


terition, namely, why Reprobates ar 
paſſed by rather than Others, whenas al 
were equally involv'd in a State of Gull 
don which Hypotheſis it follows, that fh 

Eternal Miſery of Sinners had its fr, 
in the Will of God, tho? not Executed b 
fore Merited by their own Guilt ; fot 


and Equity in Preteritiun. 11 
of the Remonſtrants, accounts Man'sEternal 
Flicity to have its firſt Riſe from the fore» 
ſeen Faith and Perſeverance of Alen, ſince 
that being excepted, they were all equally 


th Obnoxious. 

I: It being therefore moſt Conſonant to 
re W the Tenor of the Holy Scriptures, and 
it W the Sober Reaſon of Chriſtians, that the 


Good Pleaſure of God ſhould be Acknow- 


20. 
les edged the Source and Fountain of Erter- 
d nal Happineſs in all that are Saved, and 


the Will of Man, the Fountain of Eternal 
Miſery in all that Periſb: Some other Hy- 
pothelis ſhould be thought on, and that 
which is here ſub- joined to certain Propo- 
ſitions, requiſite to gain a clear Under- 
ſtanding of that Sublime Point, (rendered 


ran Wy more obſcure than really it is by ſundry 
evenly over-conficdent miſtaken Notions of it,) 
rt wil in all Probability be found more Sa- 


tötactory. 


B 3 II. Section, 
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12 Grace maniſeſted in EHeeclion, 
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II. SECTION. 1 

NO Gain ſuch a Notion of Election and q 
Preterition as the Mind of a ſober | 5 
Chriſtian may acquieſce in, it may be ex. p. 
pedient to premiſe ſomething concerning . 5 
Divine Preſcience, God's Concurſe to the Ty 
Actions of his Creatures, the Liberty of } "8 
Man's Will, and the Determination of it, WF ge 
as in theſe following Poſitions, or well WF - . 
warranted Poſtulata, is contained. of 
| It 1 
I. Future Contingencies are ¶ vi 
5 | « | "FG . | | is to 
| 70 reſeen of God. atty 
V 5 man 

1. HE Infinite Extent of Divine 15 
I Knowledge, even unto Thing r 1 
to come, as well as unto thoſe which are Bail, 
paſt, and preſent, is not only diſcovered 5% 
to us in the [a] Scriptures, but mult be v, 
owned as a Point of Natural Theology of 
For the Knowledge and Eſſence of G „, 


bein 3 


and Equity in Preteritiun. 13 
being the ſame thing, the ſame Argu- 
ments that prove the Perfection and In- 
finity of the One, will prove the unli- 
mited and immenſe Extent of the other; 
inſomuch, that even Contingencies which 
depend upon Man's Free and Arbitrary 
Choice, are alſo foreknown to him, as 
muſt be Granted from his frequent La] 
Predictions of ſuch Contingencies, which 
have had their certain Accompliſhment. 
Tot teſtes quot Prophete, as Tertul, intimates, 
hereof there are as many Witneſſes as 
there have been Prophets. It is not neceſ- 
ary for us to inquire, mhence the Certainty 
of this Preſcience hath its Original. Fit 
it 5, that the moſt Inquiſitive hould ſay 


W with David, Pf. 139. 6. Such nomled a 


i too wonderful for me, it is high, I cannot 


uin unto it, eſpecially conſidering how 


many Operations there are in Nature, and 
oy ' 


—— 1 


eel ——— 
[a] Ia, 44. 28. That ſaith of Cyrus, h2 ſhall per form 
al my pleaſure, even ſaying to JO thou ſhait be 
Built, &c. Pf. 129. 2. Thou anderſtand>(t} my tbougbts a- 

jar off, ver, 16, Thine Eyes did ſee my ſavftance ---- and 
in thy Book were my Members written, wben as het tbere 
was none of them. 1 John 3. 20. God is greater than our 
Heart and knoweth all taings, Heb. 4. 13. All things are 
tou and Opened to the Eyes of bim, with whom we have 
0 do, * | 44 Nth | Dow EIS 


4 even 
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II. ThingsPoſlible are foreſeen, 


Fs Preſcience, or Fore-ſight 0 


1 9 my ” y n — x ag 5 ltd "par „ 0 r 
Nn re PF ²˙ I on... 3 
— " . 9 £ — r .WM - 4 * — 7 11 a. 7 S 
CEE 5 5 "3 p — N I ' EE 2 __ 
* 
- 


ſpeak after the manner that we can frame 
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cree, and ordinarily called, Scientia [m4 


14 Grate Mani ſeſted in Heclion, 


even in our Selves, whoſe Exiſtence is 


manifeſt, yet we cannot Dive into the th 
Manner hom they are effected, but more tu 
ſafe it is to reſolve this matter into the In- cri 
finite Perfection of his Knowledge, than M ha 
into his abſolute Decrees ; for the Sins of Ml tai 
Men being among ſuch Contingencies, M his 
it will found very harſhly to fay, his Sa. Po 
cred Decrees are the Fountain whence the ¶ do, 
Sius of his Creatures derive the Certain- WM ot! 
ty of their Futurition. See p. 8, tho 

5 act 


in order of Nature, Hehe 
things Future were De. 
_— 


| God, is either, 1. That which (tol 


Notions of it,) is Antecedent to his De 


plicis intelligentie. | A Knowledge of meet 
Speculation. ] or, 2. That which follow! 
upon the Decree, when having wary 


| and Equity in Preterition. 15 


15 what ſhall come to paſs, he foreſees the 
1e things that he hath ſo reſolved on, as Fu- 
re ture, whereas the other not being De- 
n. Wl creed, were Poſſible only; for though he 
an had never determined any thing to a cer- 
of W tain Futurity, yet it muſt be ſuppoſed that 
es, his Knowledge was as Extenſive as his 
Power, and that he foreſlaw what he could 


do, and how he might Order and Govern 
ocher things, and in other Ways and Me- 
thods, than thoſe that ſhall at any time 
actually exiſt. 2 85 


III. Divine Concurſe inables 
, the Agent to Act ſuitably to 
" tts Nature, but not by way 
of Premotion or Predeter- 


(ol mination. 
ame 3 © 
De OT tocall in Queſtion the receiveq 


2 
meet 
lows 
ive 
W na 


Opinion of the firſt Cauſes con- 
eurſe to every Action of the ſecond, and 
whether that be any thing more than an 
upnolding Creatures, and their ſeveral 
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„ Pf. 104. 13. 14. He cauſeth the Graſs to Grow 
For the Cattle, and Herb for the Service of Men, and 135. 


16 Grace Maniſeſted in Bledlin, 
Faculties in their Being and Active Vigour, fl © 
( accord ing to Durandus and Ludovic, 41 


Vola, ) it 1s on all hands granted, that there 8 


is an influence of the Firſt Cauſe into e. © 4 


very Action of the Second, as thoſe Texts An 


[4] of S. Scripture, commonly alledged Ml not 
will ſufficiently Evince. NeverthelenW the | 
that Influence is not a Predetermination, Ml dit 
or particular Direction of the Agent, Alien tern 


from, and Croſs to that which the Princi- (au 


ples of its Nature would incline it unto Nat 


but that general and indifferent Concurſe one 


or Cauſality of Divine Providence, which, rati: 
as the influence of a Firſt Cauſe, muſt be 
ſuppoſed to inable the Creature to exert 
its Natural Propenſities. 


7. He cauſeth the Vapours to Aſcend from the Ends of the 


Earth. Math. 6. 30. He Cloatheth the Graſs of the Field, T 
1 Cor. 15. 38. God grveth to the Grain a Body=--and | ſter 
every Seed its own Body, POR i ts ' 

| 1 com. 
But here leaſt any ſhould impute thejſreate 
Creatures Miſcariages and Failings in their iter, 
Operations unto God, that Poſition of ti ccd. 


ſounder Schoolmen is to be well conl: 
dered, 22 Cauſa Prima deter minatur d Je 


& onal 


, * ; _ 


and Equity zn Preterition, 1 
4 (unda, quoad Speciem actus, non contra. 
« The Firſt Cauſe is determined by the 
« Second, as to the kind or ſort of the 
Action, not the Second by the Firſt. 
An Action is of this or that tort or kind, 
not becauſe of, or from the Concurſe of 
the Firſt Cauſe, for that is General and In- 
diferent, and ( as ſome expreſs it ) is de- 
| termin'd by the Second, which Second 
Cauſe or Creature, 1s often by its own 
Nature determined to produce an effect of 
one certain Kind: Thus Fire, (God Co ope- 
rating) produceth Heat, not Cold, not be- 
cauſe God determines the Fire to that 
Species of Action, but his General Influence 
v determined by the Natural Propenſity, 
or becauſe God Accommodates his In- 
fluence to the Nature of the Fire, for pro- 
icing af Heat. . -* 3 
Thus alſo in the Production of a Mon- 
ſer, God affords his Concurſe, but fo Ac- 
commodates it to the Agent, that it is, by 
reaſon of Defect in the Agent, that a Mon- 
i, rather than a perfect Effect, is produ- 


Ty. Liberty 


* 


18 Grace Manifeſted 2 Elem, 


IV. Liberty g as Natural tg 

4 Rational Agent, as am 

fort of Motion or Propenſiy 
Iz to an Inanimate. 


v 


| S the Soveraign Creator gave to 
1 ſome Natural Agents, a Propenſity 
to Move directly upwards or downwards, 
to Others to Move Circular), and to Each 
a Conſtancy of that Inclination, with 
Principles inabling them for their other 
Operations alſo, (when they are not by 
ſome extrinſical Force, violently impeded) 
ſo he gave to Reaſonable Creatures Liber. 
ty of Choice, which in Matters within 
their Sphere, they can make Uſe of, and 


thereby Act Arbitrarily, their Principles "a 
Impowering them to Chooſe, or Refuſe i eur 
to Prefer, Diſlike, or Suſpend, as the Willi oe ; 


ſhall upon Deliberation reſolve, as well as 
the foreſaid Propenſities and Principle: 
4A Impower the Inferior Creatures, for tiel 
proper Motions and Efficiencies. And a 


and Equity in Preterition. 19 
a Premotion from the firſt Cauſe, was not 
neceſſary to the Operations of Natural 
Agents, ſo neither is it negeſſary to the 
Operations of the Will, in voluntary A- 
gents, Nor can the Aſſertors of Premoti- 
on maintain their Conſequences, (juſt! 
abhorred by every ſober Chriſtian, ) it 
though a General and Indifferent Influence 
of the Firſt Cauſe is warrantably aſſert- 


to 
ay! 
ity 


0 to ed, as in Operations of Natural, fo in thoſe 
101 of Voluntary Agents, to which the Gene- 
act ral is Sufficient ; for it is as much within 


the Power of the Will, by the Aid of 
God's common and indifferent Concurſe, 
without. the Aſſiſtance of Supernatural 
Grace, to Chooſe or Refuſe in Matters of 
Inferior, or meerly Moral Order, as it 1s 
in the Nature of a Stone to Deſcend, of 
Fire to Burn, or any of the Celeſtial Bo- 


vith 
ther 
by 
led) 
ſher- 
thin 


e dies to perſiſt in their uſual and Natural 
115 Motion, the General and Indifferent Con- 
Wil curſe is ſufficient for the Motions of each 


oy of them. 


ple 
heit 
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20 Grace Manifeſled in Heclion, 


V. The Wills Choice, j from 
it Self, and ita own Elicit 

Act, altho Divine Concurſel 
e neceſſary to its Choice. 


' A Sin God's Co. operating with Natu- 
ral Agents, his Concurſe is ſo Ac- 
 commodated to the Agent, that it is by 
reaſon of the Agent's Deficiency, that there 
is any Aberration in its Acting; Thus in 
Gods Co- operating with the Will in Moral 
Actions, he ſo far Concurs as not to be 
Wanting to his Creature, or deny that 
Concurſe even in Sinful Actions, which is 
- neceſſary to its State in Acting, but that 
being only a General or Iadifferent Concurſe, 
it is ſuch as do's not determine the Will, 
but is determined by it, and when the Will 
inclines to that which is Evil, rather than 
Good, it is not becauſe of God's Concurſe 
determining, or ordinarily Byaſſing 15} 
Choice, but from its own Freedom in 
Chooſing ; for God only vouchſafed, ( or 

Witli-held not,)theGezeral — wa 
e i Laces 


it 


( or} 


Fhich 


dale 


and Equity in Preterition. 21 
became him as Firlt Cauſe, that he might 
not be wanting to the Condition of his 
Creature, ſince without that it could not 
Ad or Exert its Choice, much leſs Proſe- 


cute and Accompliſh it. 


VI. The Will may in ſome 
Senſe be ſaid to determine 
the Divine Concurſe, ne- 


ceſſary to 119 Choice. 


N the Third Poſition was ſhewed, that 
the Concurſe of the firſt Cauſe unto 
Natural Agents determines not, but 1s 
determined to this or that Species or ſort of 
Action by the Second. This is alſo ap- 
plicable to voluntary Agents, yet to pre- 
ent Objections, it may be expedient to 
pla in it with this Diſt inction. 

The Determination of the Will, when ta- 
(en for its cloſing with, or rejecting of the 
bjett, is an Action, and therefore proceeds 
oth from the Firſt and Second Cauſe, and 
in ſome reſpe&s Primarily (in order of 


k ature) from God, who doth NOTE depend 4 


* —— 
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22 © race Mani hed i in Eleflim, 


on any other in Acting, and ſecondaril 
from the Creature, which depends in A. 
Ing on the former. But when by the Will 
determination, we underſtand its willing 
or moving the fi7/# C auſ: to Accommoaat: its 
Concarſe to the Second, it is not any Acting 
that is meant by it but an Objective Reaſon 
or Condition of the Will, which exhibits oc. 
caſion to God, (who weighs the Propenſi. 
on and Genius of our Minds, ) to concur 
to a Choice of one kind, rather than ano- 
ther, as alſo the N atural Propenſion in 
Fire exhibits occaſion to the firſt Cauſe, 
to Accommodate his Influence to produce 
an Effect ſuitable to that Propenſion, ra- 
ther than an Effect of another kind. 


VIII. Mar Will force the Fall, retains 
Liberty or Power in Mortals, , aud 
Praernats of Religion, and may (a 

 leaft) for bear to reject Aids ny Grace 

5 exhibited to it. 


137 Lthough the Faculties wherewith 
_ Man was firſt indowed, (and parti 


cularly his Free Will,) were much [pair 
| oy; Ne | | N a | | of 


and Equity in Preterition. 23 
ed by his Fall; ſo that he cannot, without 
Syper-natural Grace, convert himſelf, yet 
his Freedom of Will being Weakened on- 


ing . and not utterly loſt, he may ſtill, by the 
i Aid of God's General and Indifterent Con- 
bia curſe, avoid many Obſtructions of Grace 
ſon WM and Salvation, (as ſundry Inſtances of a 
 0-WM {enſual Life, regardleſneſs of his Spiritual 
enſi· Concernments, G c.) he may attend on 
cur Means of Grace, Hear the Word, Confer 
1n0-W and Meditate on it, Pray, &c. He may 
1 in ponder the Equity of Divine Precepts, the 
use, Dreadfulneſs of Threats, the Allurements 
duce ct Promiſes, the Amiableneſs of the Ways 
, 14-WMot God, the hideous Conſequences. of a 


liful Courſe, &c. He may reflect on his 
Heart and Life, enter upon a Scrutiny and 
Search, whether the Characters ofa Wretch- 

ed and Damnable State appear in him or 

0, Apprehend a Poſſibility of Salvation, 

and a Certainty of it, upon his Performance 

if the Conditions required in the Goſpel, 
ind moreover may ule Means for remov- 
bp thoſe V itious Habits which are prone to 

ich- hold him from a through and ſaving 
mprovement of the foreſaid Methods of 
Rivation. At leaſt it remains in the Pow- 
Rs DET 
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| 24 Grace Mani feſted in Bledlion, 
er of his Will, by Nature to forbear gil. 
fully Verging towards an ill Choice in mar. | 


to with-hold the further Super-Natural 


"ed by him, or Man may forbear that Op- 
poſition unto, or Averſeneſs from Cloſing | 


VIII. The Will may forbem 


provement of the Means which God hath 
Provided for his Recovery, but that be 


ters within its Reach, which though of 1 
Moral Nature only, yet may Provoke God 


Aids and Succours, which otherwiſe he 
is ready to Exhibit, in order to a Succeſ. 
ful Uſe of the Means of Salvation afford- 


with the Means of Salvation afforded, 
which renders them Unſucceſsful, or pro- 
vokes God to with-hold his Bleſſing on 
them, in order to a happy flue. 


- tomake an II Choice, when 
Grace Capacitates it to make 
a Better. v4 
ar Eager Conteſts there art 


about the Abilities of Fallen Man 
to Believe, and make due Uſe and Im. 


| may 


W 


aul Equity in Preteritin. 25 
may forbear that Wickedneſs, the foreſight fit 
whereof may be a ſufficient Occaſion of 4 


* his Preterĩtion, needs not to be Queſtion- 
el; for that Man may not wilfully incline 
1 to make an Ill Choice, when his Circum- 
of ſtances inable him to make a Better, is Self- 
d. ident, and when we ſpeak of a Man's 
) iful Inelination to make an Ill Choice, 
= = or of wilful Neglects in matters within the 


remaining Powers of Nature, we ſuppoſe 
the Means provided for his Recovery, and 
the Aids which God affords to be Syfficient, 
and to Counterpoiſe all contraMtd Impo- 
tency, and Diſadvantage from Evil Ha- 
its, ſo that no Defaults fore-ſeen give oc- 


ea aon to Preterition, but thoſe which are 
hey and perſiſted in, or which ſome Way 
renders the Helps and Aſſiſtances, which 


God would be really to ſupply the Sin- 
er withal uſeleſs, and of no Effect, in 
order to the proper End and Scope of them. 


5 NR 


3 IX, 4 e are not neceſſarily 40 ſuppoſe any” 5 
| * Priority or Fafterterity of Decrees E 
| hath TT is on all hands Granted, that the. 


Divine Decrees are Eternal, and there- 
RES <5: 8 
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26 Grace Manifeſted in Flefun, 
fore, properly ſpeaking, there is no Priori 
ty or Poſteriority of them, yet ordinari. 
ly Men of different Perſuaſions in theſe 
ſublime Points, alledging that we cannot 
conceive or ſpeak of the things of God, but 
ina way ſuitable to our Finite Condition 
and 1 frame ſeveral Scheme 
or Tables of the Number and Order 
of them, making ſuch Numbers, and ſuch 
Orders of them, as agrees beſt with thei 
Hifferent Sentiments, or rather their dif: 
ferent . pntiments and Doctrines are E 
rected upon their Fancies, of the Priority 

or Poſteriority of them. 
But foraſmuch as all things that are 
ſuppos'd to be in God are equally Eterna 
tit is fit that we ſuppoſe no Priority or Pc 
ſteriority, when the Suppoſition helps not 
but hinders our more agreeable Appreher 
fions of the Aids of God, and therefore 
though for ſuch a Help, we may ſuppol 
in God a Knowledge of all things Poflibl 
70 {tiled Scientia ſimplicis intelligentia, [| 
Knowledge of meer Speculation, ] Ant 
cedent in order of Nature to his Willing 
1 things Future, yet we need not to ſupp0 
3 a Decrezing, firſt of this, then of that, b 
2 OT Fe 210 on 


and Equity in Preterition. 27 
only that, upon a fore- ſight of ſuch a poſ- 
ble Series of things, as was agreeable ta 
his Infinite Wiſdom, he did Simul c Semel 
at once for all, in the ſame Moment of E- 
ternity, reſolve all things ſhould come to 
paſs in that Model that he ſaw Conſonant 
to the Ends and Purpoſes of his Infinite 
Widom, in framing of the World. 
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III. SxcTIO N. 


Undry Scruples, which commonly Ob- 
tru or Perplex the Notions of Pre- 
(eltination, being prevented by the Pre- 
miſes, this following Scheme will ſeem 
kaſt Obnoxious to Exception, and not be 
attended with thoſe inextricable DiFicul- 
ties, which the other Modern Schemes can 
neither Decline, nor Reſolve, or Ratio- 


ofib\Wully account for. 
„ We cannot but ſuppoſe, that the Infi- 
Ant ite Wiſe, and All-knowing God, having 
lin n his Mind from all Eternity, and (in 


Urder of Nature,) Antecedent to his De- 


* 


28 (race Manifeſted in Elem, 
cree, innumerable Models, and Tdeas of 
Worlds, and being able by his Almighty | 
Power, to produce a World, conformable 
to any of them, (if he ſhould fo Refolve,) 
had an Idea of this alſo which now Exiſts, 
2. We may ſuppoſe alſo, God fore-faw, | 
that if he ſhould Create a World, anſwer. 
able to the Idea he ſhould pitch upon, 
with all its Store and Furniture, and 
therein place Man, a reaſonable Creature, 
indowed with Liberty of Will, to Chooſe MW m 
Good or Evil, and give him a Law for 


| W 

Direction of his Moral Behaviour; we may W of 

| ſuppoſe, I fay, God foreſaw that, when WM th 
left to his Liberty, he would wilfully in- by 
cline to Chooſe the Evil, rather than the ¶ co: 
Good, unleſs God ſhould qver- power that WM his 
Liberty, which he had indowed him with-· go 
al, or with-held that General and Indif . pol 
* ferent Concurſe of a Firſt Cauſe, withou i [nfl 
which a Second Cauſe cannot AR at all. ton 
Thus he fore - ſaw our Firſt Parents II 4 
Choice and Fall, if he ſhould reſolve to wilf 
Create and Indow them with Liberty trat 
aforeſaid, and not be wanting to his Crea tber 
tures, by Deny ing Freedom of Choice, fer 8 
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1 and Equity in Preteritim. 29 
3. We may alſo ſuppoſe the Infinitely 
Wiſe Gad fore-ſaw, that if, of his Good- 


neſs and Compa ſſion, he ſhould fehd his 


Son, to become a Saviour, and ſhould 
rovide other ſubordinate Means, in order 


to Salvation, (ſundry whereof Man might 


by the remaining Power of Nature, freely 
cloſe with, and profitably Improve, ) and 
alſo, if ſufficient Grace ſhould be ready to 
aſſiſt, where Nature was too Weak, we 
may, (I ſay,) ſuppoſe God. foreſaw who 
would in this Caſe wilfully Neglect ſuch 
of thoſe Means, as they might, either by 
the remaining Power of Nature alone, or 
by them together, with the Aids and Suc- 
cours, which he would be ever ready on 


his Part, to exhibit cloſe with, and make 


good Uſe of, and by that Neglect, or Op- 
polition of the ſaid Means, y ſtrate the 
Influence which thoſe Means might have 

towards their Salvation, 
4. We may further ſuppoſe, that this 
wilful N ee bee and Fry- 
[tration of ſuch Means as Men were, / whe- 
ther by the remaining Power of Nature, 
er Super venient Grace,) ſufficiently Ca- 
facitated to cloſe with, might be an Ob- 
Ve, WS jectiye 


i — 


1 Grace Mani ſeſted in Eecliom, 
jective Reaſon, why the Authors ſhould be 
paſſed by, when God in his Infinite Grace 
and Mercy Decrees the Salvation of others, 

5. Upon God's fore-ſight hereof, and 
that he could Order all the Ingredient 
and Occurrences of this Model, to moſt 


Wiſe, Good, and Gracious Purpoſes, 
1. We may reaſonably think he did not 
Firſt Decree to glorifie his own Attributes, MW | 
by the Eternal Weal of ſome, and Wo: off {i 
others of his Creatures: Or, Secondly, To v 
permit the Fall, and then, paſſing by ſome, r. 
out of his meer and abſolute Will and 
Pleaſure, without Foreſight of ſome pe-. G 
culiar Motive, and not to be met with in d- 
others, decreed to ſend his Son for the of 
Ranſom of a certain Number, whom h G: 
Would zrreſſtibly cauſe to Repent and Be f 
lieve, in order to their Intereſt in him ; oo 4! 
309, foreſeeing Faith in ſome who would lea 
Believe, did therefore Elect them, and paſi inc 
by others, but at once in the ſame M tur 
ment of Eternity reſolved on the aforeſai bet 
Model, that each Particular of it ſhoul 


come to paſs in its proper Seaſon. 
Hereby the Decree of Redemption appel 
to be meerly from Divine Grace, . 


and Equity in Preteritiun. 31 

reſolved to make ſufficient Proviſion, and 
Adminiſter ſufficient Aid, in order to the 

er. Salvation of loſt Man, which Decree of 
and Redemption became Perſonal to every one 

ents MW whom he foreſaw would not utterly Re- 

ect that Proviſion and Aid: And Preteriti- 

on appears to be only from foreſeen wilful 


not Vopenitence and utter Rejecting, and E- 
utes, Ml luding the Methods of Grace, and Provi- 
ve of fions to be made for Lapſed Man's Reco- 
To very, and this without Priority or Poſte- 
ſome, Ml riority. of Decrees 

| and Nevertheleſs it is not denyed, but that 
ie pe: God of his Infinite Bounty and Super-abun- 
ith inf} dant Grace, may ſometimes, in the courſe 
xr they of his Providence, vouchſafe, not only+his 
»m hl General and Ind ifferent Concurſe and ſaf- 
nd Be fciznt Grace, but a ſpecial and more effectu- 
m zo Grace to ſome, who (at that time at 
wou leaſt) were of themſelves, as wilfullß 
nd pa inclined to neglect the Means and Opper- 


tunities which they had Power to make 
better uſe of, in order to Salvation, as well 
as others; and therefore we may ſuppoſe, 
he did not paſs them by with others, whom 
he foreſaw would wilfully refuſe their own 
Mercy, but Ele& them to Salvation; 

EE, 1 OE whereof 


32 Grace Manifeſted in EleGim, 

| whereof St. Paul is, by many, thought 2 
probable Inſtance, but if ever there was } 
or ſhall be ſuch an Inſtance, it is to be Ac. 
counted aSpecial,Rare,and not to be apain 
expected Monument of Divine Grace and 
WWWe need not to ſuppoſe Man, Fallen 
from the good State wherein he was Crea. 
ted, to have Power to Repent and Believe, ſo 
that God upon the Foreſight thereof, ſhould 
found his Decree of Election; for ſince ſun- 
dry Paſſages of Scripture, and Arguments 
unanſwerable, aſcribe Election meerly to 
the Grace of God, therefore in this Hy. 
potheſis, we do not found it on Faith fore. 
ſeen, good Uſe to be made of Natural 
Abilities, ſo far as they will reach, (tho 
the bad Uſe of thoſe Abilities, might be 
occaſion of Preterition.) But whereas, in 
other Opinions, Men contend, whether 
there be Reaſons for Election, in the Per- 
ſons Elected; this ſuppoſeth Lapſed Men 
retaining full Power, through the General 
and Indifferent Concurſe of God's com- 
1 mon Providence to make a bad Choice, 
1 to refuſe or reject the Offers, and neglect 
| | the Outward - Means of Grace, wy 
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would be Provided 1n Order to their Re- 
covery ; and by this their Fore- ſeen wilful 
Neglect, and Refuſal of that which was 
within their Power, to have given occaſion, 
that God ſhould leave them in their Lap- 


ſel Condition, when of his Mercy, he 


would Elect the reſt. 
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IV. SECTION. 


$0 I L L | the forefaid Scheme be 


throughly Examined, and delibe- 
rately Pondered by us, it cannot be expect- 
ed, but that ſundry Scruples will be Riſing 


in our Thoughts againſt it, eſpecially if 


the premiſed Paragraphs have not been 
well conſidered, particularly ſuch as theſe. 


Will of God is ſuppoſed to Depend upon, 
Concurfe, , Which he is to afford. His De- 
crees would be ſuſpended upon theſe In- 


— — 


aud Equity in Preterition, 33 


00. According to this Hypotheſis, the 


and would be Determined by the Crea- 
ture, as to the Manner and Kind of the 


lnrions, and chat he ſhould Predeltwate 


34 Grace Manifeſled in EleGon, 
Men to Grace and Glory, according a; MI 
they would diſpoſe themſelves to cloſe Ml C 

with, and make good Uſe of the Mean; WM th 

Provided, in order to Salvation, and thoſe Ml co 

to Wrath and Hell, who would diſpoſe ye 
themſelves to Reject thoſe Means; and Wl up 

thus the Creature, or Second Cauſe would WM fot 
not depend on the Firſt, but the Firſt up. ¶ or 
on the Second. „ aff 
Anſm. God is not Moved, or his Will WM fit 
determined by the Creature Effectiveh, but ¶ the 
may be Objæctivel, that is, there may be WM Cc 

a Ratio Objetiva, tome Condition or Con- ing 

ſideration, in the Object that may occaſi- WM da 

on an Influence or Concurie of the Firſt WM not 
Cauſe, to an Action of one Kind, rather ¶ thi 
than another. As the Natural Conditi-W Ch: 
on or State of Fire occaſions God to Ac. the 

' commodate his Influence to produce Heat, ( 
rather than Coldneſs, and the Defect in Ob 
the Man or Woman, occaſions the Divine wh 

Concurſe to apply to the Production of a bei 
Monſter, rather than a perfect Man, of Ev 
we may conceive, that God fore. ſeeing the be 
Will in its Liberty, (if Divine Concurſ Fre 


| were not with-held, ) about to make an Goc 
0:7 ill Choice, would not be wanting to bp 4 
A . Creature 
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5 and Equity 21 Preterition. 35 
Creature, being a free Agent, by deny ing 
that General Concurſe, without which it 
could not make, and purſue its Choice, 
pet it cannot hence be thought to depend 
upon, or be Neceſſitated by his Creature, 
for he freely made his Creature a Neceſſary 
or Voluntary Agent. He freely Decreed to 
afford his Concurſe to the Natural Propen- 
ſity of the One, and the free Choice of 
the Other; he can, if he pleaſes, Deny his 
Concurſe, he freely reſolves not to be Want- 
ing to his Creatures, but ſo to Accommo- 
date himſelf to them, that they ſhould 
not want any Aid requiſite to their Acting 
thus or otherwiſe, as their Prepenſion or 
Choice exhibits occaſion for his ſupply ing 
them with it. TON 

0sj. This Scheme ſuppoſeth (as is oiten 
Objected againſt the Remonſirants,) thoſe 


whoſe Natures are equally Corrupted, to 


be unequally Affected towards Good and 


Evil, and ſome who are Dead in Sin, to 


be of themſelves inclinable to give the 


Preference to that which is Spiritually 
Good, when offered to their Choice. 


Anſw. 1. Firſt, when Fallen Man is ſaid to 


he Dead in Sin, it is a Metaphorical Expreſ- 


ſion, 


| 5 if God ſhould Decree to afford them, and 


36 Grace Mamfeſted in Hection, 
ſion, and not to be extended beyond its 
duc n Inn 4 
2. God foreſaw the Power of Man's 
Will in his Lapſed State to be Weakened, | 
not utterly Annihilated, and when, as all 
would be equally anable for any Spiritual 
Good, without further Grace and Aids that 
would be Effectual, if duly Accepted and 

Improved, we may ſuppoſe God foreſaw, 
that upen his providing and exhibiting 
ſuch ſufficient Grace and Aids as aforeſaid, 
ſome by the remainders of their Liberty, 
(more Powerful to make an ill than good 
Choice,) would be inclinable to Rejell 
. thoſe ' ſufficient Aids and Helps, and even 
Contemn or Neglect ſuch External Means 

of Salvation, which their Natural Powers, 
though Weakened, ſufficiently Capaci 
tated them to cloſe with, and make ule of, 


not with-hold his General Concurſe. And 
this ſeems to import, that fore- ſeen Inclina- 
bleneſs to a key br Rejecting Grace ſuthci) 
ently exhibited, is a Condition or Conſide. 
ration in the Creature,why God ff paſſed 

them by, when he fore- ſa w allo that wy 


and Equity in Preterition. 37 
which he would provide would Powerful- 
ly Recover, Sanctify and Save the reſt. 
 0bj. I any ſuch Condition in the Ob- 
ſuppoſed, then Predeſtination to 
Grace and Glory, Converſion, Juſtificati- 
dn, Janctification, and whatever Steps 
there are to Salvation, are not from the 
Abſolute Will of God, and of his meer 
Grace and Favour. 

4x. 1. Each of thoſe Steps to Salvati- 


— ———C 


8 
— 


? on, are of God's meer good Will and Grace, 
dle Efei#ive Cauſe, and no Qualifica« 

H tion or Condition in the Object contri- 

eres to the Meriting any of them. 2. 

nch of them is of God's meer Grace and 
. Man's Salvation had its firſt Riſe 

„m thence only. It was from his ever 
Wo be Adored Philanthropy, that he took 
iy on Man in his fore- ſeen Lapſed State, 
ae Entertained Thoughts of preparing, 
nd eans for his Recovery, 

1 It was of Grace (though common.) that 


e would ſo far repreſs depraved Nature, 


1. lat all who otherwiſe could not but be 
"| clinable to Reje& the Means of Salvati- 


M, (had erh not to Reject them. It 
Nas of MF Unt God Elected to Salva- 
> tion, g 


38 Grace Manifſcſted in Fledlim, 


faw not the foreſaid Objective Reaſon of 


of Predeſtination is ſuggeſted,) it is much 
rather from Grace Co- operating, that any 


Conferring whereof, no Deſert was to be 
found in the Creature; only there was a 
that Objefive Reaſon of Preterition, 


having been from fore-ſeen Fith, do not 


but ic ſeems to ſome to have been an Oi... 
jective Reaſon or Conſideration, on whi 
God Elected Some rather than Others 
and the fore-ſeen Diſpoſition in Some, t 


Holy Spirit, in performing the Conditio 
of the Covenant, implies that Faith, whid 


tion, all and 3 one, in whom he fore: 


Preterition. Without Preventing Grace, 
the Elect could not Will thoſe things, for 
the not Rejecting whereof, their own Na- 
tural Power, togerher with God's Gene. 
ral Concurſe raced, (as in the Scheme 


good Work is perfected by them. And 
Laſtly, to Grace alone, the Converſion of 
Sinners, and the other Steps to Salvatio 
are to be Aſcribed, for the Decreeing and 


was fore-{cen in them that Periſn. f 
0j. Thoſe who Contend for Election 


all ſuppoſe it to be from any Merit of Faith 


comply with the Aids and Grace of God 
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- duced; each of them CODE Alcrit 
Divine Grace, the W of em 4 
Will of Man, Striving; , 
fling the Operation & = 


God tore-ſeeing Man's Apoſtacy, | " 


_ ſufficient Means for his Recovery, we ma 
Reaſonabl 4 ſup 
u 


£ Underſtanding, Will and Conſcience, alt 
therefore not to 7 fave them Trrefiſtiby 


10 Grace - Dafoe m Elec 


lection, Acts 13 48. en a; 
dained to Eternal Life Beleves 
by [Ordained,] we Undertma 
or [Ordered, Fo and . 

of Eternal 1 K 1 
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The Sum of the Wholg 


Commileration of his foro Conditin 
reſolving to Provide a Redeemer, ul 


ofe that God reſolved df 
ſuch Meaſures as were not unſuitable tt 
the Nature of Creatures indowed wil 


whetix 


. 
itn” 
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her hey would or no, but in way 
of Faith ang Repentance, which are pro- 


oF; 0 "che Bid 0 Dutics exceeded the Maim- 
ed ane generate Powers of Nature, a- 
Vie; 5 emptorily will, to Reſiſt, 
Prove, And Quench the Influences of 
« Holy Spirit, yet inſufficient for their 
e, (Tay) reaſonably ſup- 
ſe that God would, juſtly reſolve to paſs 
by, or Wer e whom he fore- 
aw would QB hate! y Reſiſt, and Fru- 
ſtrate the Grace, ſufficient to 
have led them through Faith to Salvation, 
if they had not wilfully Rejected them; 
| but tat (thoſe Gracious Aids would pre- 
Nail with, and obtain their Effect upon 
certain others, whom he fo Elected to be 
Heirsof Everlaſting Salvation. Holineſs 
therefore and Happineſs, are juſtly to be 
Aſcribed to God's good Pleaſure and Grace, 
but Man himſelf 18 Author of his own Sin 
Miſery. 1 

This Matter, may be Illuſtrated by the 
Parable of the Traveller, who falling intro 
the Hands of Thieves, was Stripped, 
6 we . ates but Commit 


Commuil- 
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42 Grace Manifeted mn leftins * 
Commiſerated by a. 00d m 
his Wounds bound uy Wine ang ee 
ed into them, was bonn ani 
and Care taken, that noTMearennrs 
be wanting, requiſite for is e 
cannot with any Reaſon be e thay 
the Traveller's Recovery Wa 
himſelf, in that he ſuffered the 
Oyl to be Poured into his Wounds, and! 
Rejected not the dicinal Mean 


that were Pro vic cdminiſtered to 
him; much leſs WY 


a7 Ws” „that le 
be reaſonably 


would ſo Demean li 
. thought the cauſe why the Samaritaun was 
ſo Charitable to him, rather than the $ 
-14ritan's Goodneſs, Fa vour, and Benignity: 
And if the Samaritan had certainly fore 
known, that the Traveller would not Ad 
mit the Means provided for his Recovery 

_ (which he eaſily might, and it highly Con 
cerned him to Comply with,) that 
would Reject his Cordials, Tear off I 
Plaiſters, whether his Tenders would e 
not, ſo that all the Benefactor and Foſtere 
Succours, (in themſelves abundantly {u 
ficient,) would be rendered Vain and Un 
ſucceſsful, he might ſurely have forbor 
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Church of England. 


N the x7th” Article of the Church of 
England, We are Taught that Prede- 
nation to Life, is the Eternal Purpoſe of 
God, whereby he hath firmly Decreed bj 
bs Secret Counſel, to deliver thoſe from 
Curſeand Damnation, whom he hath cho- | 
kn in Chriſt, and to bring them through = 
Chriſt to Salvation, whence, in due Sca- 4 
on, by the Spirits gd them, they 7 
firough Grace obey the Call, are Juſti- 
fed freely, Walk Religiouſly, and at length 
I God's Mercy obtain Everlaſting Feli- 
1. It is Evident that altho' the Hypo- 
tletical Preſcience, which, we have {aid 
nult be underſtood in this Doctrine ol 
UE D3 Predeſti- 


we „ 
„ rn l 
£3 3 — — 
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and the Article Teacheth the ſame thing. 


* 


Thoſe whom be hath Choſen in Chriſt, &c. 


= 49 We 

Fi afford” ſaffrerent Grace, in order to Con- 
— and Sanctißication, neither is there 
be Decreed; that by his Spirit work- 
n 
To there are ſame, who conſider- 


AW ords of the Article, /eperarely 


wad Tenets of the Church, conceive the 
Mace of Predeſtinatioa 39 


WE fb 


to ſome certain Perſons Of 


deem thoſe whom. he Choſe in Chriſt, and 
eg thery to Salvation, as if he would 
not have others to be Saved alſo ; yet it is 
well known, the ſaid Church has conſtant- 


wy 
oncile- 
thing 
iffering 
Matte, 
Vas wh 
his P& 
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er them 
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of ſome only, but of all, and in che Aulmi- 


D 


4 


"nave ſaid moreover, that God 


ere e for ſo Runs the 
them, they Obey the Divine Call, walk | 


wedifferently from the other Declarations 
be reſtrained 
here ſaid, God Decreed to Deliver or Re- 


Taught; chat God hath provided, de. 
pned and exhibited a ſufficient Remedy 
and Means, in order to Redemption, not 


utration of the Lord's Supper, commands 
tie Elements to be given to each Com- 
nunicant, wich this Form of Words ; The 


Body 


33 
Wenn 


* he 1 in „Eee, 


Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 7 
given 4 thee, Kc. and rag l 0 arr. 
thee, 1 a F 
And in Article 1 The Offer nan | 

Chriſt once made, is that perfect Rec 
ption, Propitiation and Satisfactig 
all the Sins of this whole World, Ken th 
like alſo in Article 2. 
5. When the 17th Article fac by 
ſtination i is the Everlaſting Pur ta. 
Decreed by his Counſel Secret d A5, 8 
ſeems ſpoken of the Reaſon or 'Moyup 
Cauſe of Predeſtination, which is Seal - 
and not Know to us, and beſides his 
finite Mercy, the Account whereof ic on 
ly within hämſelf,) none appears to u 
whether we conſider his Commilſeratin 
all Mankind, or any Who are ſuppoſed 
be Elected, rather than others; for in th 
Lapſed, no Good could he fore-ſeen, mug 
les Faith, for that being an Effect of Gran 
could in no wile Move God to beſt 
7 Grace. py 
. concerning Reprobation Ob 
nate and Perſevering Oppoſition to ſul 
_ erent Grace, fore-ſeen, might be a Re 
fon why he ould pat by ſome, „ 
wei 
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vor any thing in the Crea- 
ea Motive to Election, but 
ie Interim, that the Election of no 


er, may plainly appear from 
of the Samaritan, as the Mat- 
ay been thence Illuſtrated. 
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HE Apoſtle in Rom. 9. ſpeaks di- 


Ffrom the Priviledges of the People of God, 
and Reception of the Gentiles, as is plain 
| from the Beginning and Concluſion of the 
VJ 
The Jews were ready to Murmur, and 


jetion. © If we. be caſt off, the Promiſe 
made to the Poſterity of Abraham, and I. 
fuel would be void and of no Effect. But 
ie Anſwers, that all Deſcending from A- 


* mi : ' 1 99 39 78 f. 31 . : 


e to be Aſcribed to that Non- 


an ne on ſome Verſes of the 9th 


© rectly of the Rejection of the Jews, 


object againſt the Poſhbility of their Re- 


haham, after the Fleſh, were not to be ac- 
counted the Seed, to which the Promiſe 
Was made, Verſe 6. Cc. For when God 
kid, in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed bg called ; I. 
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el being Rejected, he ſignified that le 
reſerved to himſelf a Right of eU 
whom he pleaſed, and accounting chal | 
for the Seed, who carefully foſlowed thy 
Steps of Abrahaw, - 7- The From 
N Sh Sarah ſol i 4 Song Ws 
after nal was Born, therefore, not't 
all the Seed of Abrahow after the Heli | 
to the Seed by ſpecial Grace, not g 
to the courſe of peu but: by Sara . 
Old, and Natural) Barren, or palt Bearing 
| 005i When the Children were yet Uk 
born, and had done neither Good not Evil 
it ſeems ſcarce Equitable to be ſaid, v. 1 
The Elder ſhall ſore erve the Tounger, and ith 
written, Elam have I hated. 
1 ow He faith not that God had 
nat yet Forz-ſeew what Evil would be done 
6 after they ſhould be Born, and placed in ſuq 
and ſuch Circumſtances,” and left to thel 
Liberty and Choice. 
2. The Prophely has not Reference t 
the Perſons of Yap] and E 3 but to thei 
Poſterity, for Eſam himſelf never ſerve 
cab; on the contrary, Jacob owned lu 
AS his Lord, but the Poſterity of Eſan, 


Edomiterbecame Obnoxious to the 2 ; 
1 


| / Wy in Preterition, | 49 
of God, Oba 10. 


Machu, Enap t after that the Edo- 
mites had doneRemiarkable Evil Things = 
ainſt God, and the People of 1/-22/,whence 
be Prophet Obad. Genet more than 
rdinary Threatnings againft them. 


of Hating is not always uſed abſolutely, 


1 read that God faw Leah was Hated by 


Ne n 12. 2 12 Which hath its Truth, 
hut the Expreſſion, Mal. 1. 2, 5 Deno- 
lth the Edomites were to be proper 7 Puniſh- 


td, and therefore abſolutely 3 
Rom. 9 9. V. 14. Is there then Unri ght. 


[coulneſs with God, namely, that he Re. 


bllowed the . which is of the 
Law given by himſelf, ſnould Receive the 


We, 
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0. N er ve read not thoſe Words, 
72 have 1 Ha before the time of 


* Others alſo oblerve, that that Phraſe 
put ſometimes only Comparatively : Thus 


* Father and Mother were to be Hated 
wr Caſes, Luke 14. 26. And Life it 


keting the Poſteri ty of Abraham, Who 


Gentiles, who received not the Law, but 
he Goſpel, to be his People? God forbid, 
ith wa for he faith to Moſes, I will have 
Mercy by on whom Iwill have Mercy, that 
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is, altho' he had Adopted the p. i 
Abraham to be his'Peaple, he x 


' 


berty to extend tha e to others, f 
long as they Refuſt . Reeive the | 


. 
mw 


_ Goſpel Preach'a by Hand to them, 
Rom. ꝙ. v. 16. It is not then of him that 
Willeth, nor of him that Runneth, but | 
God that ſheweth Mercy, ] Let not an 
infer from hence, that our Willing and E; 
deavouring is vain, and to xo purpoſe, Revs 
22. 17. Whoever Will, may take of the Water 
of Life freely, and ſo Run, that hz may d 
tain, 1 Cor. 9. 24. And ye did Run we” 
Gal. 5. 7. But God beſtows not his 
fits on all, if they Run out of the War 
Preſeribes, as the Jem, Who Hearkens not 
to the Voice of the Goſpel. 
Verſe 17. For this ſame purpoſe have! 
raiſed thee us, Mat I might ſhew wy Power 
in thee, (faith God to Pharaoh. 
Far be it from us to Underſtand it, as: 
God had Created, and Hardened Pharaoh, to 
the End that he might have cauſe to Pu 
niſh him. The Apoſtle uſeth the Word 
Exegeira which may be Tranſlated, I have 
made thee fad, or I have made, that thou 
mayſt ſubſift, or I have Preſerved thee, , 
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hach Mercy therefore on 


Stag Mercy, and whom he 


eee be Underſtood, not 


| FKonoMmeSpirit ofGod, whereby they are 

tonverted Trreſiſtibly. But he Collates thoſe 
things which are apt to Promote both the 
Secular and Spiritual Good of Men, on fuch 


Perſons, and upon ſuch Conſiderations, as 


| ſeem good to Him, yet. ſo as not to be 


ſw to their Salvation, and might cauſe the 


Goſpel to be Preached to the Gentiles, &c. 
whom he will he Hardeneth, ] but as St. 


Aaguſt. lib. Oft inta trium Que .. 68. he 


Hardeneth not byInfuſing Wickedneſs into 


the Hearts of Men, but by leaving them 


do themſel ves, or permirting them to Satan. 
5j. v. 19. The Fews were ready to ob- 
ect, if he is not Merciful to all alike, but 
will Harden or Deliver ſome to be Har- 


dened, 


chou mayſt be an Example 
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32 | Guts Manifeſtedi * 
dened, W Hy doth he complanm 
: ſtinacy, for Who r eſittetſ Uhi 
wil Harden? 7 
As. The Apoſtle rc) | 
Indignation, he Wills not al 
out juſt Reaſon, whether 
nog on the. contrary, ke Oh, 
not want good Colo 1rag ainſt . 
1 probation, neither youldthe Ca; 


| Argument may Run ee Kg 
not be Accuſed for makir [L6H 
honour out of the ſame _ where 
there is no Repugna ncy, or Incongruow 
Nature or Qualification for greater Dign 
ty, how much leſs can it Argue Injuſtis 
in God, if he with-hold his Grace from 
Men, Contumaciouſiy Thwarting and Op- 
poſing the Methods of it? The Comps 
riſon is not to be thus applyed, viz. 
the Potter hath Pomer over the Clay, of th 
- fame Lump, tomaks one Veſſel to Honqur, ul 
another to Diſhonour, Fe o God, Creates om 

Predeflinated by bis Abſolute Decree. to $6 
vation, aud «Creates, 4 by. his Abſclus 
Decree Rejected to 33 For this 5 
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